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OM Scott-Marysville Worker Exposure Reconstruction
7/23/09 Status Update Teleconference:  Final Minutes


Present:



EPA:  
B. Benson



Volpe:  A. Castelli



UC:  
E. Borton, T. Hilbert, G. LeMasters, J. Lockey, C. Rice


Minutes:


Final minutes from 06/25/09 teleconference were distributed via email on 7/15/09.


Status of Task 1: Population of data fields:


· T. Hilbert reported that double entry of the pre- and post-1980 data provided by Scotts is on track for completion by the 8/14/09 target date.  Entry of the notebook information beyond the post-1980 data (e.g. NIOSH report, respirator program) as well as the additional historic documents from UC files and any DOJ-approved material will require additional time.  In light of the quantity of this new-found material, the project timeline will be re-visited at the next status update teleconference (9/3/09).  


· B. Benson reported he was satisfied with the progress of database population.


Status of Action Items from 06/25/09 meeting:


· Information on when OM Scott began use of Libby vermiculite: In light of the additional material uncovered by UC, at this time we will not pursue a written confirmation from OM Scott regarding a 1963 start date of vermiculite usage.

· Libby trial transcripts: B. Benson has obtained the transcripts and will review them for relevant information, which will be forwarded to UC.  B. Benson will also forward to UC the transcript of Suresh Moolgavkar’s testimony regarding UC/Scotts X-ray study.    


· Sources of additional information:


· C. Rice has identified 401 potentially relevant pages from the historic documents discovered at UC.  


· The DOJ provided J. Lockey with several large notebooks of material in preparation for the Libby Trial.  After review, C. Rice has identified many documents that are relevant for our project.  Approval will be sought from DOJ regarding our usage of these documents.

· The documents from the DOJ also reveal the historic involvement of many individuals who may be contacted for relevant information if necessary.  Permission to utilize this contact information would be cleared with the DOJ.

· T. Hilbert reported that NIOSH (Morgantown) does not have any filters or field notes from the Marysville plant sampling.  All available records were provided by NIOSH to the DOJ for the Libby trial and are among the documents pending DOJ approval for usage.


· In the continuing pursuit of Clark Cooper’s records, it has been discovered that his partner is now deceased as is Dr. Wharton, another name provided by Dr. Cooper’s family.  It appears that no records will be available via this route.

· Arthur Langer has not responded to our inquiry regarding ambient exposure levels.  C. Rice will follow-up with him by phone.


· Memorial Hospital of Union County has agreed to preserve the X-rays from the 2004 Marysville study.  T. Hilbert will inquire regarding UC retaining the films rather than Memorial Hospital.

EPA questions/comments:


· Data management:  B. Benson requested that the final dataset include a field indicating the 16 participants of the 2004 X-ray study who reported having rheumatoid arthritis.   Any potential exposure-response analysis regarding this outcome would be performed after the finalization of cumulative exposure estimates.

· B. Benson indicated he was satisfied with the progress of the project.


Volpe questions/comments:


· A. Castelli indicated that Volpe/EPA would request a non-disclosure statement from Scotts were they to be involved with the project in the future.

· As B. Benson will be performing the Libby transcript review, additional monies will not be needed for this task.  However, in light of the unexpected quantity of additional information recently uncovered, UC personnel will monitor their time expenditures and notify Volpe/EPA of any significant differences from budgeted amounts.

Future meeting dates:

· 9/03/09 – 8:30 am MST/10:30 am EST conference call confirmed; A. Castelli to arrange and send details.


· 1/14/10 – potential on-site meeting in Cincinnati, OH.



